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revenge." That evening Lan and Chun feasted their men and they
all drank heavily. After the other pirates left, Chun, who was
completely drunk by now, went into the room to slump into
bed, while Lan fell asleep in the yard. Hsiaowo quietly locked
Chun inside and then drew her sword and cut off Lan's head.
When the neighbors arrived at the outcry that she raised they
found Chun locked securely within and Lan lying dead without.
The loot recovered amounted to tens of millions. Moreover, the
accomplices of Lan and Chun, numbering more than a score,
were all arrested and executed with Chun, for Hsiaowo had taken
care to make a list of their names. The governor of Hsunchou at
the time was impressed by her resolution and heroic deed, and as a
result of his intercession Hsiaowo was absolved of any guilt in her
killing of Shen Lan. This happened in the summer of the twelfth
year of Yuan Ho (817).
After avenging the death of her father and her husband, she
returned to her native village. There she was much sought after in
marriage by the principal families of the district, but Hsiaowo
vowed that she would not marry again. Subsequently she cut off
her hair and donned sackcloth and became a novice under the
abbess Chianglu of the Ox Head Mountain. She was firm in her
faith and untiring in her prayers; she pounded rice when it
rained and cut wood when there was frost, and never spared her
muscles and strength. In the fourth month of the thirteenth year
she took orders in the K'ai Yuan Temple at Ssuchou and used
Hsiaowo as her clerical name, thus manifesting her loyalty to her
origin.
In the summer of the same year, on my way back to Changan
I passed by the banks of the Ssu and went to call on Ta Te the
abbess of Shan Yeh Temple. There on either side of the abbess
were more than a score of newly consecrated nuns who had come
to be presented to her. They made an impressive sight with their
freshly shaven heads and new religious robes. One of the nuns
asked the abbess: "Is this official not Judge Li of Hungchou, the
twenty-third of his family?" "Yes," answered the abbess, where-